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Background 

Existing law declares that enhancing the 

ability of parents to participate in the 

educational process is a compelling public 

interest and maintains that parents have an 

absolute right to access records related to 

their children. Existing law also declares 

that it is essential to our democracy that 

parents participate in improving public 

education institutions and that such 

participation is fundamental to a healthy 

system of public education.  

 

Research has repeatedly shown that student 

outcomes are greatly improved when parents 

are actively involved and engaged with their 

students’ education. Students are more likely 

to graduate high school, earn higher grades, 

have higher rates of attendance, and go to 

college if their families take an active role in 

their education. Barriers to involvement 

stem from a myriad of factors, such as busy 

work schedules, limited access to childcare, 

and/or frustration with school policies. One 

barrier that can be easily overcome is a lack 

of knowledge about what students are 

learning and being exposed to.  

 

Problem Being Addressed 

Existing law already requires that certain 

teaching materials – such as textbooks, 

audio and visual recordings, and teaching 

software – be readily available for parents to 

review upon request. SB 1045 would require 

that lesson plans also be readily available for 

this review, and that the general curriculum 

be posted publically (i.e., online if the 

school maintains a website) prior to the start 

of the academic year.  

 

A recent Washington Post-ABC poll found 

that 81% of Americans believe parents 

should have a say in what their child’s 

school teaches. The poll additionally 

reported that neither major political party is 

generally trusted when it comes to education 

policy. So, it is not surprising that education 

transparency should be a solution addressed 

by all sides of the aisle. Additionally, 

granting parents the ability to review 

materials presented to their students in 

greater detail will help minimize any 

concerns about faculty influencing students 

politically.  

 

Which code section is affected? 

This bill will amend Sections 49091.10 and 

49091.14 of the Education Code, relating to 

school curriculum.  

 

Summary 

SB 1045 would add lesson plans to the list 

of teaching materials required to be 

accessible to parents upon request. It would 

also require that previously required 

materials (i.e., the compiled curriculum 

prospectus) be publically posted at least 3 

days before the start of the academic year 

and that any changes to the materials be 

publically posted no later than 7 days after 

the changes have been made.  

 

Providing greater transparency will either: 

1) disprove the argument that teachers are 

“indoctrinating” students with radical 

ideology or 2) grant parents the opportunity 

to push back on curriculum they find is 

counter to their beliefs or reality, allowing 

for a more open discussion of controversial 

topics. Either way, greater transparency will 

strengthen Californians’ confidence in the 

education system.  
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