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Background 

The Salton Sea is located in Riverside and Imperial 

counties. It is one of the most polluted lakes in the 

State of California due to a significant amount of 

dust in the air. It additionally suffers from algal 

blooms, which unfortunately contaminate the water.  
 

According to the CA Department of Parks and 

Recreation, the Salton Sea is one of the world's 

largest inland seas and lowest spots on earth. Sadly, 

the Salton Sea has also experienced rapid 

evaporation, drought years and high temperatures. 

In 2015, it was reported that the South Coast Air 

Quality Management District issued an odor 

advisory due to the Sea releasing hydrogen sulfide. 

In fact, Imperial County has one of the highest 

asthma-hospitalization rates in the state. 

 

It is anticipated that by 2030 the lake will have 

tremendous dust exposure that could significantly 

impact locals. A USC Environmental 

Epidemiologist named Shohreh Farzan has noted 

the more dust exposure, the harder it is to breath, 

which would impact those even worse with allergies 

or asthma. It is believed the issue is serious, but 

fixable. 

 

Problem Being Addressed 

SB 1086 would allow the Salton Sea to be 

considered as a priority for investment of 

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) dollars.  

 

Fully addressing the environmental and health 

impacts of the Salton Sea is estimated to be a pricey 

project. In fact, NBC Palm Springs reports a strong 

sense of urgency is needed in funding clean-up for 

the Salton Sea. It is estimated to cost $9 billion 

dollars to mitigate the negative impacts the Salton 

Sea is having on the environment and the 

respiratory health of those who live nearby. This 

bill would be a small step in supplying additional 

funds to help reduce pollution caused by the Salton 

Sea. 

 

 

 

 

Which code section is affected? 

SB 1086 amends the Health and Safety Code. It 

would simply allow GGRF monies to be considered 

to reduce pollutants caused by the Salton Sea under 

the first priority in 38590.1, which already lists “air 

toxic and criteria air pollutants from stationary 

mobile sources.” 

 

Summary 

California invests billions of GGRF dollars in 

emission reducing projects. This legislation is a key 

step in providing money to help address and reduce 

harsh pollutants caused by the Salton Sea. 

 

Staff Contact  

Hannah Ackley – Hannah.Ackley@sen.ca.gov  

https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=639
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2015/11/the-airborne-toxic-lake-event/414888/
https://www.greenmatters.com/p/salton-sea#:~:text=The%20Salton%20Sea%20now%20happens,blooms%2C%20which%20contaminate%20the%20water.&text=In%20fact%2C%20by%202030%2C%20the,which%20could%20seriously%20harm%20locals.
https://nbcpalmsprings.com/2020/07/02/new-funds-to-help-restore-the-salton-sea/
mailto:Hannah.Ackley@sen.ca.gov

