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Background 

The California Infrastructure Planning Act (Plan) 

was enacted in 1999 by AB 1473 (Hertzberg). The 

California Business Roundtable sponsored  

AB 1473 stating that it "require[s] state 

policymakers to undertake a comprehensive review 

of California's capital facility’s needs, establish a 

clear set of priorities, and adopt an annual plan to 

serve as a budget blueprint for financing those 

priorities over the next decade.” 

 

In 2000, the Public Policy Institute of California 

(PPIC) reported the state had spent the previous 

decade replenishing and repairing infrastructure at 

an annual rate of less than 1 percent. They 

suggested AB 1473’s passage would be a step in 

the right direction if the implementing mechanisms 

were well designed.  The 5-year infrastructure plan 

required by AB 1473 has provided significant 

information identifying sources of funding for the 

State Transportation Improvement Program 

(STIP), state office buildings, K-12 schools, 

colleges and universities. While it is not required to 

recommend specific projects for funding, it should 

recommend the type and quantity of infrastructure 

to be funded. 

 

According to the Natural Resources Defense 

Council (NRDC), floods are one of the most 

common, and deadly, natural disasters in the 

United States (with a predicted 45% increase by 

the end of the century). The PPIC estimates that 

one in five Californians, and more than $580 

billion worth of structures, are vulnerable to flood 

events.  To make matters worse, flood destruction 

is exacerbated by climate change and relentless 

wildfires – placing many populations of the state at 

risk for potential floods. Cliff erosion impacts 

coastal areas, fire scars impact forested regions, 

urban zones have inadequate drainage systems, and 

more housing density in the Inland Empire can 

place residents in flash flood paths.  

 

Problem Being Addressed 

When it comes to flood control, the FY2022-23 

Plan falls short and merely provides an overview 

of the flood control system in the Central Valley, 

but does not include funding needs for the State 

Plan of Flood Control (SPFC) identified in the 

Central Valley Flood Protection Plan. SPFC 

includes a remarkable system of levees, channels, 

floodways, and bank protection and is an important 

investment to effected communities and the State.  

 

The state has not consistently funded either the 

cost of maintaining new capital investments or the 

deferred maintenance on existing infrastructure. 

The reported statewide deferred maintenance need 

is $84.2 billion. Yet, the FY 2022-23 Plan does not 

identify deferred maintenance expenditures in 

fiscal years other than the first year of the 5-year 

plan when it should also address this critical 

funding need as well. 

 

SB 1253 updates the Infrastructure Plan to include 

needed investments in the SPFC facilities and other 

flood control facilities in other areas of the state. 

This information enables the legislature (and LAO) 

to understand whether General Fund 

appropriations, or other funding sources, will be 

required within the 5-year planning horizon to 

make the needed investments for any potential 

flood control need.  

 

Which code section is affected? 

SB 1253 amends Section 13102 of the Government 

Code. 

 

Summary 

SB 1253 prioritizes inclusion of state investment in 

the 5-year Plan for flood risk reduction by adding 

construction, operation, and maintenance for 

facilities of the State Plan of Flood Control, 

support for infrastructure needs in the Sacramento-

San Joaquin Delta, and aggregate funding for the 

state share of nonfederal capital costs for flood 

control projects located outside of the Central 

Valley. 
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