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Background 

In 1978, the County of Riverside developed the De 

Luz Community Services District. Its purpose has 

been to maintain public roads in this region. 

Currently, the CSD is responsible for road 

maintenance of 86 miles.  

 

Problem Being Addressed 

In 2018, SB 1 was signed into law to provide 

additional dollars to local entities for road projects. 

Current law also regulates the Highway Users Tax 

Account, which provides funding for maintenance 

of public roads.  

 

De Luz CSD is in a unique situation. They were 

created by the County to maintain public roads, and 

do so, but are not currently being claimed by the 

County. Because of this, they are unable to access 

these key funding resources.  

 

When the CSD was formed, a Benefit Assessment 

was added to residents’ property taxes. Because 

they are not receiving SB 1 dollars, or HUTA 

dollars, this is their only funding source for 

maintaining roads in this region. They are unable to 

raise the Benefits Assessment due to Proposition 

218, which froze its rates from the 90’s. Currently, 

the CSD operates on a budget of roughly 2.3 million 

dollars. This covers law enforcement, 

administrative needs, and maintenance for floods, a 

year-round road crew, and rehab roadway. 

 

SB 415 would simply add a clarifying section in the 

law that confirms they maintain public roads, 

ensuring the County can claim them as such for 

purposes of receiving state funding. 

 

Which code section is affected? 

SB 415 adds a new section to the Streets and 

Highway Code.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

This measure is a simple fix to the law that would 

clarify the 86 miles of public roads in the De Luz 

Community Services District are public county 

roads and can be claimed that way to obtain state 

funding for road projects and maintenance. 

 

Residents of De Luz are paying SB 1 taxes at the 

gas pump, vehicle registration fees and a Benefits 

Assessment with their property taxes. Only one of 

these funding sources benefits them. Unfortunately, 

if they are unable to access additional dollars, the 

CSD will become obsolete. Their sole purpose is to 

maintain these roads, but as costs pressures 

increase, less projects can be paid for.  

 

Importantly, these 86 miles of road also serve as a 

key transportation route for military personnel 

traveling to Camp Pendleton in Oceanside. The 

roads are actively used, are windy and are in need 

of some road maintenance projects. SB 415 would 

help provide a clarification so they can obtain these 

dollars. 

 

Support: De Luz Community Services District – 

Sponsor 

 

Staff Contact  

Hannah Ackley – Hannah.Ackley@sen.ca.gov  
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